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Pastor’s Pen

Christmas Blessings

“Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was
spoken to her from the Lord.” - Luke 1:45

Elizabeth’s greeting to Mary was a spontaneous expression of bursting joy
and gratitude, for in her young cousin she saw the handiwork of God, and on
her face she saw the unmistakable signs of trusting faith. Mary was God‘s
favored one, a chosen instrument for his work of salvation. But Mary was also

hardly more than a girl; one of countless Jewish girls whose simple lives were

Continued on page 2
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(cont’d from p. 1)
lived in the homes and villages of Palestine. Nothing unique. Nothing profound. Really quite ordinary. Just the

short of “earthen vessel” through which God often works out his most astonishing miracles.

Among the other wonders of Christmas, we remember that God does not bypass even the weakness of human
frailty in order to work out his purposes. In fact, the message of the Incarnation is that it is often precisely through
finite and fragile human nature that God reveals the splendor of his eternal being. Christmas is a day to rejoice,
for no person is despised by God, no person is useless in his hands; no person is too sinful and flawed to be the
“blessed of God.”

Only one thing was required of Mary in order that she might bear the Son of God. Faith — the gift of faith in the
love and power of God. No Super-human strength was necessary and no extraordinary level of belief. The angel
Gabriel was sent to one who, in answer to God’s call, would believe and utter a simple “Fiat” (“Let it be”). This
Christmas let us greet with our own burst of joy and gratitude the God who came directly into our midst to save
us, and may our hearts be lifted by the remembrance that he used one just like us in order to do so. How “blessed

of God” we are.

Why lies he in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here, The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, The cross be borne for me, for you.
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary!

In His Peace,
Pastor Schultz

Voter’s Meeting

Sunday, December 10
Immediately Following Worship

WO H‘ITP Worship with us Sundays at 10:15 a.m.in person
or online via Facebook or YouTube.
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Called to Serve and Celebrate Ministry
The First Bite

A father finished giving his two-year-old son a bath and a snack to en- C all e d @) S erve
;/./"‘

joy. The son came into the living room to watch television with his dad.

He climbed up on the sofa and showed him his snack ... an absolutely

perfect pear. He then said, “Daddy, would you like the first bite of my

pear?” It was very nice of him to offer, but more importantly, he had hit on the heart of understanding of

Christian stewardship.

Do we offer the first “bite” of our most precious fruit to God for all that he has given to us? Or do we offer the
second, third, or sometimes the core back to God? It is important to ask ourselves these questions and to

remember that stewardship is not just a “buzz word” but a new way of life for us all.

Will you make the time of Advent an opportunity to offer God the first bite of your time? Faithfully attending
worship and Bible study is offering God the first bite of your time. When you do you will savor the sweetness
of the remainder of time this Christmas. Your celebration will be full and you will always have enough time to
enjoy your family, friends, and neighbors.

Lorenza Robinson
Called to Serve & Celebrate Ministry

Chrismon Workshop - CANCELLED

Please note! The Chrismon workshop originally scheduled for November 18, then moved
to December 9, has been cancelled. We will plan to hold the workshop next fall in time for
Advent 2024.

Christmas Poinsettias

If you would like to help with the purchase of poinsettias for the
altar area, there is a sign-up sheet posted next to the church
office. Prices are yet to be determined, but will be listed on the

sheet once known.
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The Gift that Keeps on Giving

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent
me to preach to the captives release and to the blind recovery of sight, to send the broken ones away in release,
to preach the year of the Lord’s favor.”

- Luke 4:18-19 [Isaiah 61:1-2a]
Some of the most beautiful words in scripture are used by Jesus in Luke’s Gospel. Jesus was given the scroll of
Isaiah the Prophet to read on the very day He began His ministry. These words relate to the listener the very rea-
son and purpose for the Messiah’s coming and the Messiah validated what His mission was and the fact that it is

fulfilled in and through Him, “Today, this Scripture has been fulfilled in your ears.” Jesus is the Christ!

God’s gift is not a “Jelly of the Month Club” gift certificate at Christmas. It is God announcing that the Christ
has come to God’s chosen people and to a broken world to release (forgiveness) them from the captivity of sin.
Real freedom. The Word made Flesh walked among them and still does this very day by the power of the Holy
Spirit in and through the means of grace. This is the best gift ever given, the true Gift that keeps on Giving. So

beloved, let's “carry on “together in the mission ... keep on giving ‘em Jesus! What a Gift!

A Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas to you all,
Pastor Tom

Join us Saturday December 9, beginning
at 9:00 a.m., to trim the tree and decorate

the sanctuary for Christmas. The coffee

will be hot and the holiday tunes will be

cranking!

From the Treasurer

Please note that some offering envelope numbers may be changing for 2024 to allow us to better arrange
the system. Be sure to throw away any unused offering envelopes after December 31, 2023. Thank you!
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December 3:

December 6, 13, 20:

December 9:
December 20:

December 24:

December 24:

December 31:

First Sunday in Advent

Advent Midweek Activities
Dinner-5:15 p.m.; Worship-6:00 p.m.

Tree/Sanctuary Decorating — 9:00 a.m.
Neighborhood Caroling after Midweek Worship

Morning Worship — 10:15 a.m., followed by Christmas
Fellowship

Christmas Eve Worship - Carols, Candlelight, and Communion — 6:00 p.m.

New Year’s Eve Worship — 10:15 a.m.

www.firstlutheranbham.org

8




“You shall bring the choice first fruits of your soil into
the house of the Lord your God.”

- Exodus 23:19

Bible Study Opportunities

« Sunday Mornings (in person at First Lutheran) - 9:00 a.m.
« Wednesday Evenings (via Zoom) - 5:30 p.m.
« Saturday Mornings (via Zoom) - 8:00 a.m.

If you are interested in participating in one of the Zoom studies, please

email Pastor George Murdaugh at georgeearl@hotmail.com.

Join us on the Second Sunday
of the month at 5:00p,m for

-+ WORSHIP PRAYERFULLY 't

-« DEPART IN PEACE -
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BI'THDAYS

12/3: Carol Lackey
12/13: Kimberly Washington
12/17: Marcy Sharit
12/25: Wray Allen
12/26: Anja Mathru
12/29: Carol Melton

December 3

Pastor: Kurtis Schultz

Worship Asst: Glen Thompson

Reader: Henry Mosley

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &

_ James McGraw

AN U g Music: Larry Donaldson

December 10

Pastor: Tom Noon

Worship Asst: Mike Halbrooks

Reader: Heather Lackey

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &
James McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

MEN’S MINT 5‘
\
%

) MEETS
First Luthe THE FOURTH SATURDAY
OF EACH MONTH @ 8:303AM

December 17

Pastor: Tom Lackey

Worship Asst: Anthony McGraw

Reader: Mike Halbrooks

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &
James McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

Birthdays & Anniversaries
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12/6: Wray & Anne Allen

12/14: Charles & Ernestine Craig
12/20: James & Carol Melton

Worship Team...December 2023

December 24

Pastor: Kurtis Schultz

Worship Asst: Charles Craig

Reader: Robert Regulus

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &
James McGraw

Music: Becky Schultz

December 31

Pastor: Kurtis Schultz

Worship Asst: Glen Thompson

Reader: Frances Robinson

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &
James McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

GLADLY
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