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Pastor’s Pen
Lenten Transformation

“The Lord Jesus Christ will change our lowly body to be like his glorious

body by the power which enables him even to subject all things to him-

self.” (Phil. 3:21b)

As Christian we desire to become Christ like. This transformation is a lifelong
process. The Scriptures tell us that Christ will do this work in us. We,
however, short-circuit this process by ignoring his will and living for
ourselves. This drive to live for ourselves is at the core of our nature,
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(cont’d from p. 1)
pervading our minds, our emotions and our will. We would prefer to avoid the process of transformation, live
unto ourselves, and rationalize that we are sufficient and able to do most everything. We turn to God only in dire

circumstances.

Paul laments over some who have received Christ, but refuse his will for them. He says of them “their god is their
belly.” They like Esau sell their spiritual birthright for a mess of pottage. He says that they “glory in their
shame.” They justify themselves, and convince themselves of such unreality, that evil becomes good, and they
rejoice in their delusion. He says their minds are set on earthly things, and they lose their relationship to the
living God. They are “enemies of the cross.” They refuse to deny their natures, and walk with God as he seeks to

change them. Their end is destruction.

Just as Jesus yearned to gather Jerusalem under his protection, so he longs to help, heal, nurture, and protect his
followers. He likens his desire to care for us to that of a mother hen gathering her chicks under her wings in
comfort and security. Will you yield to our Lord as he seeks to transform you into his likeness, or will you cling

to your nature against his? Lent is the season of inner change. Let us take advantage of the power it provides.

Lord Jesus, convict me of my pride and rebellion. Reveal to me the full strength of your nature. Transform me
into the person you have in grace created me to be, and allow me to reflect your nature to the world around me.

Amen.

In His Peace,
Pastor Schultz

Bible Study Opportunities COME JOIN OUR

« Sunday Mornings (in person at First Lutheran) - 9:00
a.m.

« Wednesday Evenings (via Zoom) - 6:30 p.m.

« Saturday Mornings (via Zoom) - 9:00 a.m.

If you are interested in participating in one of the Zoom studies,

please email Pastor George Murdaugh at georgeearl@hotmail.com.
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LWML News

Painting the Planet Purple with Servanthood -l_
1942-2024 -- 82 YEARS of GOD () I_WN\ I_

Lutheran Women in Mission

Return to Your REST
Psalm 116:7

The LWML Central Alabama Zone invites you to the
40th Biennial Gulf States District Convention

Montgomery Marriott/Prattville Hotel & Conference Center
April 26-27, 2024

For more information, visit https:/www.lwmlgulfstates.org

Power in the Resurrection

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall
he live: — John 11:25

There is power, in the resurrection to the world ways a disconnection.
There is victory, arising from the dead a message of hope not of fear or dread.
There is salvation, full of love and grace not of defeat when Jesus we embrace.
There is eternal rest, everlasting life one filled with peace not of worldly strife.
There is forgiveness, rising from the grave there is a restoration as Jesus’ life He gave!
-Deborah Ann Belka
~~to GOD be the GLORY ~~

Today and always we are surrounded by HIS grace and mercy.
Serve the LORD with gladness.

Sheree McGraw, President

Worship with us Sundays at 10:15 3.m.in person

or online vig Facebook or YouTube.
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6


https://www.lwmlgulfstates.org

FIRST Impressions

A WORSHIP SERI FOR LENT AND EASTER

GUIDED
to the CROSS
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Lent / Holy Week Schedule of Events 2024

Wednesdays
Through March 20: Lent Midweek Activities
Soup Supper - 5:15 p.m.; Worship - 6:00 p.m.

March 24: Palm Sunday
Worship - 10:15 a.m. (gather on front steps for Procession of
Palms)

March 28: Maundy Thursday

Worship - 6:00 p.m.

March 29: Good Friday
Tenebrae Service - 6:00 p.m.

March 31: Easter Sunday - The Resurrection of our Lord
Breakfast - 8:15 a.m.
Easter Egg Hunt - 9:15 a.m.
Easter Worship - 10:15 a.m.

Join us on the Second Sunday
of the month at 5:00p,m for

- ENTER IN SILENCE

-+ WORSHIP PRAYERFULLY I

- DEPART IN PEACE -

www. firstlutheranbham.org 9
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Our heartfelt thanks to First Lutheran friends and family, especially members from Unity Lutheran Church, for your
dedication and commitment to the Lenten and Easter Devotionals. It is a very long list, so please help to thank
everyone who participated by sharing the videos. You’ll find the videos on our Facebook page and YouTube chan-

nel. Please share, share, share!
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NEW!

PdnCCIK@ ey

Please join us for our inaugural
event!

B [eakfast e

We plan to make this a free quarterly event this year, beginning March 3. We hope
you’ll attend for food and fellowship and stay for Sunday morning Bible study!

“Grace-Giving”
2 Corinthians 8:1-15

I. The Proper Theology Behind Giving
A. God Gave First
B. Joyous in God
C. An Act of Love

II. The Proper Practice of Giving
A. Done Not Based on Ability
B. Done Sacrificially
C. Done Continually
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Join us for breakfast on
Easter Sunday at 8:15 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.

r V/I/%

We’re looking for volunteers to bring a

breakfast casserole or other dish. If Q’
interested, please reach out to _)
Lorenza Robinson. BREAKFAST

Daylight Saving Time begins
Sunday, March 10 at 2:00 a.m.

Be sure to set your clocks AHEAD one hour be-
fore going to bed Saturday night.

www.firstlutheranbham.org
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STaFF

FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF

INTERIM PASTOR
Rev. Kurtis Schultz

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION
Rev. Kurtis Schultz

MINISTRY COORDINATORS:

CHRIST CARE
Rev. Tom Lackey
SERVE & CELEBRATE
Lorenza Robinson
FACILITIES & PROPERTIES
Stan Weir
WORSHIP/DEACONS
Charles Craig
BROADCAST
June Weir

FIRST IMPRESSIONS EDITOR
Heather Lackey

MEETS
THE FOURTH SATURDAY
OF EACH MONTH @ 8:30JAM.

First Lutheran C cf;

MAN UP! Changes coming
soon for our men’s
ministry.

Look for more information
in the April newsletter!
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

MarCh

BIF'THDAY

3/3: Miriam Brown

3/10: Teresa Murdaugh
3/11: Wayne Speegle
3/12: Ginger Reeves
3/16: EvaHill

3/25: James McGraw
3/28:  Gwen Regulus
3/30:  Andy Sullivan

March 3

Pastor: George Murdaugh

Worship Asst: Charles Craig

Reader: Glen or Pat Thompson

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &
James McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

March 10

Pastor: Tony Ramsey

Worship Asst: Henry Mosely

Reader: Henry Mosely

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &
James McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

March 17

Pastor: Tom Noon

Worship Asst: Glen Thompson

Reader: Heather Lackey

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &
James McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

MAPCh

anNiversaries
Q , O

/f\

3/17: Glen & Pat Thompson
3/23: Harold & Vivian McNair

Worship Team...March 2024

March 24 - Palm Sunday

Pastor: Tom Lackey

Worship Asst: Mike Halbrooks

Reader: Mike Halbrooks

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &
James McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

March 31 - Easter

Pastor: Kurtis Schultz

Worship Asst: Anthony McGraw

Reader: Robert Regulus

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &
James McGraw

Music: Becky Schultz

SERVE
GOD

GLADLY
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