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 Pastor’s Pen 
 Easter Vigil 

Continued on page 2 

What’s INSIDE A Publication of First Lutheran Church ·  Birmingham, AL 

What does it mean to hold a vigil? It means staying awake when we are  

supposed to be sleeping. To put it another way, we are to keep watch. That is 

exactly what our great ancestors did when they observed Easter Vigil. Our 

fathers and mothers of old stayed awake through Holy Saturday to see the 

break of Easter dawn in the hopeful expectation of the resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. They took this very seriously, coming together to sing 

songs, recite psalms and Scripture, meditate with one another, and really try 

and understand the miracle that is Jesus rising from the dead.  

 

Local Events 

Through 6/1: Birmingham Stallions Football, Protective Stadium; 

www.theufl.com  

 

Through 10/25: Birmingham Legion Soccer, Protective Stadium; 

www.bhmlegion.com 

 

4/3: ASO presents Tunes on Tap, Cahaba Brewing; 

www.alabamasymphony.org  

 

4/3-13: Who’s Afraid of Virgina Woolf?, Virginia Samford Theatre; 

www.virginiasamfordtheatre.org 

 

4/4-19:  Disney’s Freaky Friday, Red Mountain Theatre; www.redmountaintheatre.org 

 

4/4 - 9/14:  Birmingham Barons Baseball, Regions Field; www.milb.com/birmingham 

 

4/11-12: ASO presents Spring with Bernstein & Rachmaninoff, Alys Stephens Center 

Jemison Concert Hall; www.alabamasymphony.org 

 

4/26-28:  Magic City Art Connection / Corks & Chefs, Sloss Furnaces; 

www.magiccityart.com 

http://www.firstlutheranbham.org
https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/924161/month/2025-04-01/2025-03-01
http://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranBham
http://www.youtube.com/@FirstLutheranBhamAL
https://www.instagram.com/firstlutheranbham/
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(cont’d from p. 1) 

 

Think about it, Jesus rising from the dead is the greatest miracle. It proved Jesus to be exactly who He said He 

was. It proved that life eternal was possible and that death was an enemy that could be beaten. It proved that God 

does, in fact, reign supreme over all things and nothing overcomes Him. It is the foundation of our entire faith. St. 

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15, “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 

Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.” Harrowing words from the Apostle. It shows just 

how important Easter is to us. It is far more than flowers and niceties but the reality of our salvation. Our fathers 

and mothers understood this very well. So they kept watch, knowing the night would give way to the dawn. 

 
While we may not wait through the night in this age, it is important for us to still show that reverence and honor 

to our Lord. Serious, excited anticipation of the resurrection that has already happened and looking forward to the 

one that is to come. For the miracle did not stop with Jesus, but it is given to us as well. Our Lord, in His great 

mercy, saved us and gifted us with eternal life through His Son. Not just eternal life, but eternal paradise with 

Himself. St. Paul goes on to say in chapter 15, “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 

those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.”  

 

Through Christ, we are alive brothers and sisters. Alleluia! Christ has risen! 

Pastor Tommy 
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Need to reach Pastor Tommy? 
  

Email t.presley@firstlutheranbham.org or call the church at 

205.933.0380 and press 5 when prompted to “select from 

the following menu.”  This will connect you directly  

to him at any time.  
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As we enter into the second half of Lent in April, I keep remembering Psalm 46:10, “Be still and know that I 

am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” As you are aware, Lent is a very 

busy season for the church with midweek activities and services being added to the weekly schedule of events 

and services. The additional preparations that are made for the fellowship dinners before the midweek  

services, the addition of three services during Holy Week, and the celebration of Easter with a congregational 

breakfast and Easter egg hunt before the Easter service. We get consumed in the preparation and sometimes 

miss the message. Lent provides us with many opportunities to hear the message. Take time to “be still” and 

hear the message. Lenten devotions are broadcast daily on YouTube by the church, weekly midweek services 

are available in person and online, Women’s Bible study is offered on the second and fourth Tuesday, Sunday 

Bible study is offered weekly, ManUp Bible study and “good works” are on the last Saturday of the month, 

Pastor Murdaugh’s online Wednesday night and Saturday morning Bible studies are offered weekly. All of 

these activities are opportunities to listen, participate, and learn. I encourage you to take advantage of them. 

Consult the church’s online calendar for times of each activity. The web address is 

www.firstlutheranbham.org. Select “view calendar” under the weekly displayed calendar to see a monthly  

expanded calendar. 

 

In January, the church changed its property insurer to Brotherhood Mutual in order to save money on our 

property insurance. Brotherhood Mutual primarily offers insurance to Christian churches and related  

ministries. One of the policies that they offer is travel insurance through their subsidiary Faith Ventures. If you 

are considering travel insurance this year, it might be beneficial to see how their coverage and rates compare 

to commercial insurers. Their web address is wwww.faithventures.com. 

In Christ’s service, 
 
Glen Thompson 
Congregational President  
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    From Our Congregational President 

 

Easter Candy Needed 
 

We’re in need of candy to fill the eggs for the Easter Sunday egg hunt.  

If you’d like to donate wrapped candy, please bring it to church by  

Sunday, April 13 and give to Wendy Harris.   

http://www.firstlutheranbham.org
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2025 Lent / Holy Week  
Schedule of Events  

 

Wednesdays  
through April 9:  Lent Midweek Activities 
   Dinner - 5:15 p.m.; Vespers Service - 6:00 p.m.   

April 13:   Palm Sunday 
   Worship - 10:15 a.m. (gather on front steps for Procession of Palms) 

April 17:  Maundy Thursday 
   Worship with Communion - 6:00 p.m. 

April 18:  Good Friday 
   Tenebrae Service - 6:00 p.m. 

April 19:  Easter Vigil 
   Worship Service - 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

April 20:  Easter Sunday - The Resurrection of our Lord 
   Breakfast - 8:45 a.m. 
   Directory Photos - 8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. 
   Kids’ Easter Egg Hunt - 9:15 a.m. 
   Easter Worship - 10:15 a.m. 

Easter Vigil Service  

 

You’ve read Pastor Tommy’s article about Easter Vigil and its importance and significance in the Christian church. 

You probably also noticed an Easter Vigil service listed on the above schedule of Holy Week events. 

 

This is a new service to us at First and promises to be one of reflection on the journey from death to life, symbolizing 

hope, renewal, and Christ’s victory over darkness. On that night, we will celebrate our Lord’s passing over from death 

to life, and ours with Him. This service will act as the bridge between the reflective season of Lent and the joyful  

season of Easter, connecting Good Friday to Easter Sunday.  

 

It is not a regular Divine Service, which has two parts: the Service of the Word and the Service of 

the Sacrament. The Easter Vigil tends to be longer than a standard service and typically has six 

parts: the Service of Light, the Service of Readings, the Service of Holy Baptism, the Service of 

Prayer, the Service of the Word, and the Service of the Sacrament.  

 

We look forward to Pastor Tommy’s introduction of this service to us. Hope to see all of you there!  
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LWML News 
 
 
As we complete our season in Lent and enter into Easter, we are mindful of 

the gifts this season provides. 

 

Above all others, we are grateful for all of the blessings from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The mere fact that 

he gave Himself for us so that we will not suffer the consequences of our sins is awe-inspiring. We are joyful in 

this season and are thankful that Easter occurs. We celebrate and share these gifts with Christians around the globe. 

 

Matthew 6:1-2; Philippians 4:5 

In the spirit of the scriptures above we the Women in Mission here at First are happy to report that all of our  

mission projects for the year 2024 have been completed. Donations, along with a letter to our international,  

national, and local projects have been mailed. We are grateful to everyone that supported us in these endeavors. 

 

We are currently in discussions regarding our mission projects for the year 2025. Priscilla Williams and Lynn  

Phifer will coordinate our local charity in conjunction with Thrivent Action Projects. We will finalize the decision 

regarding our National and International charities at our next meeting. 

 

We remain committed to service around the globe in our efforts to spread the Good News of the Gospel. None of 

this work is done in a vacuum and as always, we seek your prayers and support in whatever form you choose. We 

are mindful of and appreciate all your support.  

 
 
Frances Burks Foy 
President, First Lutheran LWML 
  

2 Peter 3:18 - Growing in God's Grace 

     

Worship with us Sundays at 10:15 a.m.in person  
or online via Facebook or YouTube.  
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Bible Study Opportunities 
 

• Sunday Mornings (in person at First Lutheran) - 9:00 a.m. 

• 2nd & 4th Tuesdays - Ladies Bible Study (in person at First 

Lutheran) - 11:00 a.m.  

• Wednesday Evenings (via Zoom) - 6:30 p.m. 

• Saturday Mornings (via Zoom) - 9:00 a.m. 

 
If you are interested in participating in one of the Zoom studies, please email Pastor George Murdaugh at 

georgeearl@hotmail.com.  

 

Joy of  
the Lord  

 

 

Man Up! Men’s Ministry 

The April Man Up! gathering will take place Saturday, April 

26 at 8:30 a.m. at the church. All men are invited and  

encouraged to attend. We’ll begin with a prepared breakfast,  

followed by a short Bible study and a work project. A sign-up 

sheet will be posted on one of the bulletin boards. Please sign 

up by April 20 so we’ll know how many to plan on for  

breakfast.  Contact Glen Thompson with any questions.  
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Stewardship 

  

"To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven." – Ecclesiastes 3:1. Verses 2 

through 8 explain the actions for which there is a specific time. 

 

The month of April is a very busy one in our church as we prepare for Easter. We pray that our Father guides us 

in using our time, talents, and treasures as good and faithful stewards.  Below is a list of 12 April events. Let's 

be prepared with the help of our Lord. 

 

1.   April 1 is known as April Fool's Day. This began in 1582 when France decided to switch from the Julian 

Calendar to the Gregorian Calendar. Haha, France! I think we’re all thankful to France for this “prank.”  

2.   April 12 is the first day of Passover. This is a time for prayer and fasting in the Jewish religion. Some  

Christians celebrate Passover just as Jesus and His disciples did at the Last Supper by eating lamb, unleavened 

bread, bitter herbs, and drinking wine.  

3.   April 13 is Palm Sunday. This marks Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem. 

4.   April 15 is Tax Day. We learn in the Bible that we are to give to Caesar that which belongs to him and to 

God that which is God's (Luke 20:25). 

5.   April 17 is Maundy Thursday, commemorating the Last Supper. 

6.   April 18 is Good Friday. Jesus, our Savior, is crucified on the cross.  

7.   April 20 is Easter Day this year. We sing joyfully, "Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!" 

8.   April 20 is Volunteer Recognition Day. Anyone who has ever been in the workforce knows we need  

volunteers and we thank them. 

9.   April 21 is known as Dyngus Day. This is a day when people with Polish descent are recognized for their 

heritage. 

10. April 22 is Earth Day. It was selected on this day so college students would be on spring break and could 

help with environmental issues. 

11. April 23 is known as Administrative Assistants’ Day. Thanks and gratitude are shown to the office helpers 

on this day. 

12. April showers bring May flowers. We look forward to spring’s beautiful blooms! 

 

Sincerely, 
 
Lynn M. Phifer  
Council Member at Large 
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Smile for the Camera 

It has been quite a long time since First Lutheran had a photo directory! So long that most of our kids have 

completed college and started their careers and families! 

 

Since you will be looking your best for Easter Sunday, we are taking this opportunity to snap photos of our 

members for the next photo directory.  Two volunteers will take your individual and family photos during this 

time (8:45-9:45) in the classrooms.  This is a “home-grown” effort—and that means no photo sales and no cost 

to our members.  If you have a photo you want to use, please email that to JunerWeir@gmail.com in a jpeg file 

format. Please select your best head shot with a minimal background and send it by April 30th. 

 

Take a few minutes to verify your home address, date of birth (month and 

day) and your anniversary dates are correct.  Our current information will be 

posted for your review in the Fellowship Hall. If everything is correct, please 

mark “ok” by your name. 

 

The new directory will be printed and available online and password  

protected. The online directory will be updated frequently to keep our  

membership records as accurate as possible. We plan for distribution by May 

to our members only.   

mailto:JunerWeir@gmail.com
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FIRST LUTHERAN STAFF 
 
PASTOR 

  Rev. Tommy Presley 

 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 

  Rev. Kurtis Schultz 

 

MINISTRY COORDINATORS: 

 

CHRIST CARE 

  Rev. Tom Lackey 

SERVE & CELEBRATE 

  Lorenza Robinson 

FACILITIES & PROPERTIES 

  Stan Weir 

WORSHIP/DEACONS 

  Charles Craig 

DIGITAL MEDIA 

   June Weir 

 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS EDITOR 

  Heather Lackey 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

   

  4/13:   Tom Lackey 
  4/15:   Sunni Sharit 
  4/28:   Grayson Crenshaw 
  4/29:   Rosie Walton 
   
    
     

 
 

No April Anniversaries  
on Record 

 
 

Worship Team…April 2025 

Our men’s ministry, Man UP!,  

meets the last Saturday of the 

month at 8:30 a.m. in the  

Fellowship Hall.  

 

All men are welcome!  

April 6 

Pastor: Tommy Presley 

Worship Asst: Robert Regulus 

Reader: Henry Mosley 

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &  

   James McGraw 

Music: Larry Donaldson 

 

 

April 13 

Pastor: Tommy Presley 

Worship Asst: Henry Mosley 

Reader: Heather Lackey 

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &  

   James McGraw 

Music: Larry Donaldson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 20 

Pastor: Tommy Presley 

Worship Asst: Anthony McGraw 

Reader: Mike Halbrooks 

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &  

   James McGraw 

Music: Becky Schultz 

 

 

April 27 

Pastor: Tommy Presley 

Worship Asst: Mike Halbrooks 

Reader: Robert Regulus 

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &  

   James McGraw 

Music: Larry Donaldson 
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