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Pastor’s Pen

Run the Race

If you have heard me preach before, you will notice that I often talk about
trying when it comes to the law. As in, we should try to follow the law of the
Lord and do our best to live perfectly. An unobtainable goal but one we
should strive for nonetheless. St. Paul says in 1 Corinthians, “Do you not
know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize?
So run that you may obtain it.” That may sound like works righteousness,
but that isn’t the point St. Paul is making. He is encouraging the people of
Corinth to take their faith seriously. Just as seriously as those who train to win

the prize. Run the race. Why? Because God knows Continued on page 2
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LWML Selects 2025 Mission Projects

This summer has been a busy one for Lutheran Women in Mission LW M L

(LWML) as we prayfully selected our new mission projects for this year. Lutheran Women in Mission

Tradionally, we select an international project, a national project and a lo-

cal project. However, this year we had two outstanding international projects, one sponsored by Pastor George
Murdaugh and another sponsored by Tori Presley. Both projects were wonderful opportunities to further the love
and compassion of Christ. So, we followed our hearts and selected both—this is the first! We have set a higher

goal to support the international and national projects at $1,000 each and the local project at $500.

In the photo below, fifth from the left, is Amanda Epperson, receiving our donation of $1,000 for One Collective.

2025 Mission Projects

One Collective: Amanda Epperson will spend 3 years in Zambia specifically working with women. Amanda
travels to Zambia this fall where she will be working at the community school mentoring teachers, directing a stu-
dent scholarship program and teaching Women’s Empowerment which includes setting boundaries, grooming,
trafficking prevention and awareness, abuse education, and self-defense. Amanda will need ongoing support over
the next three years to cover her expenses. You may make individual donations at her personal giving link:
https://give.onecollective.org/30US3842

Baer Christian Hospital Project, India
In 1909, Dr. Mary Baer, a Lutheran medical missionary to Indian was able to collect funding to begin medical
work in a thatched-roofed hospital in Chirala, Andhra Pradesh, India, on the grounds of St. Mark Lutheran Mis-

sion. This effort grew into a hospital named the Baer Christian Hospital.

In the 1970s a lack of funding due to missionary withdrawals from the region, neglect from local Christian
churches, the convergence of building deterioration and the political climate resulted in Baer Memorial Hospital
(BCH) closing its doors, except for a small independent nursing school in the old clinic.

(cont’don p. 5)
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Worship with us Sundays at 10:15 3.m.in person

WO RS HIP or online via Facebook or YouTube.
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THAT YOU MAY

OBTAIN
THE PRIZE

1 CORINTHIANS 9:24

Bible Study Opportunities

« Sunday Mornings (in person at First Lutheran) - 9:00 a.m.

« 2nd & 4th Tuesdays - Ladies Bible Study (in person at First
Lutheran) - 11:00 a.m. - RETURNING SEPT. 9

« Wednesday Evenings - Adult Catechesis and Potluck Dinner
(in person at First Lutheran) - 6:00 p.m. - STARTS SEPT. 10

« Wednesday Evenings (via Zoom) - 6:30 p.m.

« Saturday Mornings (via Zoom) - 8:00 a.m.— NOTE EARLIER TIME

COME JOIN OUR

If you are interested in participating in one of the Zoom studies, please email Pastor George Murdaugh at

georgeearl@hotmail.com.

Man Up! Men’s Ministry

The September Man Up! gathering will take place the last

Saturday in September (September 27) at 8:30 a.m. at the , L

church. All men are invited and encouraged to attend. We’ll begin M en S M LN LS J[ M >/
with a prepared breakfast, followed by a short Bible study and a

work project. A sign-up sheet will be posted on one of the bulletin boards. Please sign up by September

21 so we’ll know how many to plan on for breakfast. Contact Glen Thompson with any questions.
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Casting Call for Video Volunteers

Do you love to tell a story? Have maybe 30 minutes or so to share your time? Then we
-need you! Plans are underway to record a new devotion series for Advent and Lent
later in September.

The devotions will be on a computer screen for you to read while we record you. Yes, it
is that easy. Just contact JuneRWeir@agmail.com to volunteer and pick your day and

time to record.

:And don’t worry about being perfect -- our video '/

= editor can smooth out the glitches! This is a super —
opportunity to share your time and talents.

Join us on the Second Sunday
of the month at 5:00p,m for

= ENTER IN SILENCE ‘-

- WORSHIP PRAYERFULLY '+

- DEPART IN PEACE ‘-
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THE FOURTH SATURDAY
OF FACH MONTH @ 8:303AM

Birthdays & Anniversaries

BerHDaYS

/if\

9/6: Meg Callahan
9/7: Ashley Mercer
9/7: Daralyn Sims
9/8: Priscilla Rivers-Williams
9/10: Nelson Sharit
9/12: Lorenza Robinson
9/15: Doris Daniels
9/27: Terry Shiflett
9/29: Mike Halbrooks
9/30: Zoe Welch

anniversaries 3
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No September Anniversaries on
Record

Worship Team...September 2025

September 7

Pastor: Tommy Presley

Worship Asst: Mike Halbrooks

Communion Asst: Henry Mosley

Reader: James McGraw

Greeter: Carol Lackey

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &
James McGraw

Music: Becky Schultz

September 14

Pastor: Tommy Presley

Worship Asst: Glen Thompson

Communion Asst.: Robert Regulus

Reader: Sheree McGraw

Greeters: Eva Hill & Priscilla Williams

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &
James McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

September 21

Pastor: Tommy Presley

Worship Asst: Anthony McGraw

Communion Asst: Stan Weir

Reader: Carol Lackey

Greeters: Fran Foy & Beverly Halbrooks

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &
James McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

September 28

Pastor: Tommy Presley

Worship Asst: Henry Mosley

Communion Asst: Mike Halbrooks

Reader: Frances Foy

Greeters: Kevin Kirwan & Carol Melton

Live Stream Asst: Shane Harris &
James McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

GLADLY
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