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Pastor’s Pen

A Year of Old Wisdom

In this age, there seems to be an obsession with “new” things. The latest and
greatest trends marketed to us as better than the things that came before it.
Our reach is ever extending toward the world of tomorrow where everything
is wonderful and all our problems have been sorted out. Just maybe, this
“new” idea, possession, trend will be the catalyst to that tomorrow if we just
grasp it. However, as you well know, these things come and go. New turns to
old very quickly. Thrill turns to mundane. So, the hunt begins again all for the
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new.

Continued on page 2
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(cont’d from p. 1)
Brothers and sisters, I humbly challenge you to not do something new, but something very old. Below you will
find a reading guide for the year for the book of Psalms. I know, I know. Pastors always seem to be saying
something to the effect of read your Bibles, but I also recognize that often that phrase doesn’t come with
instructions, just exhortations. I hope to change that. The Psalms are rich with wisdom, comfort, teaching, and
guidance from our Lord that can greatly benefit you. It is my hope this guide helps you meditate upon those gifts,

seize them and make them yours.

Your Brother in Christ,

pddz'az 7ammq
A Year of Meditation on the Psalms

84 34 5 38 22 43

LENT

Morning 119:73-

Evening [RZ9E%V) 80 25;91 27; 51 126; 102 107; 130 31; 143
121; 6
EASTER
Morning [ER] 97 98 99 47 96 92
RV 136; 117 124; 115 66; 116 8; 118 68; 113 50; 138 23; 114
GENERAL
Week 1
Morning [SIE] 5 42 89:1-18 97 51 104
Evening [SBEASEL) 84; 29 102; 133 1;33 16; 62 142; 65 118; 111
Week 2
Morning [E) 136 123 15 36 130 56
|V 81; 113 97; 112 30; 86 48; 4 80; 27 32; 139 100; 62
Week 3
Morning [N/ 51 54 65 143 86 122
Evening [RGHEE] 85; 47 29; 99 125; 91 81; 116 6; 19 141; 90
Week 4
Morning RS 62 13 96 116 85 61
Evening [JHPA] 73; 8 36; 5 132; 134 26; 130 25; 40 138; 98 (NOTE:
Begin again at
Weekl.)
ADVENT
Morning 8} 122 33 50 18:1-20 102 90
INENTE 25: 110 40; 67 85; 91 14; 16 126; 62 130; 16 80; 72
CHRISTMAS Morning  Evening Morning Evening
December 24 19 132; 114 December 31 98 45; 96
December 25 2 98; 96 January 1 97 99; 8
December 26 116 119:1-24, 27 January 2 48 45;29
December 27 34 19; 121 January 3 111 107; 15
December 28 2 110; 111 January 4 103 93; 97
December 29 96 132; 97 January 5 99 96; 110
December 30 93 89:1-18, 19-52 January 6 72 100; 67

EPIPHANY See GENERAL
above.
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Lutheran Women in Mission

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As we begin this New Year of 2026, we’d like to reflect on the past year. We set grand goals for mission projects,
choosing four instead of the usual three. I am pleased to announce that with God’s help, we not only met our

goals but surpassed them. Details on these projects were mentioned in a previous article.

We had the opportunity to have a group outing at The Club to share in the celebration of GRACE
HOUSE through the auspices of Thrivent Financial.

During the summer we had a luncheon to assist in the financial backing of a wonderful young woman, Amanda
Epperson. Amanda is currently preparing for her mission assignment to South Africa where she will work with

young women and girls.

A financial donation was given to a project sponsored by Pastor Murdaugh in India to assist in the purchase of

items needed for mission work.
Funds were mailed to WORSHIP ANEW for their broadcast ministry and work with the elderly.
Finally, a donation is planned for RONALD McDONALD HOUSE.

In November, we had a very successful Bake sale/auction, with all items being sold. There was some mildly

aggressive bidding resulting in fun for everyone in attendance.

For our final initiative, we launched the Mite Box challenge between the men and women in the congregation.

We’ll announce the winners of this challenge soon, as it ends in January.

At our annual Christmas celebration, we had a bit of fun and enjoyed a delicious meal. At that time, we revealed

our secret prayer sisters with a gift exchange.
We will make our final mission project selections for this year and will share these when completed.

We the Women in Mission here at First could not have done any of this without you. We thank you but, above all

we give thanks to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As always, we seek your continued prayers and support.

Blessings and Peace,

Frances Burks Foy

President, First Lutheran Women in Mission
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Bible Study Opportunities

« Sunday Mornings (in person at First Lutheran) - 9:00 a.m.

e 2nd & 4th Tuesdays - Ladies Bible Study (in person at First
Lutheran) - 11:00 a.m.

« Wednesday Evenings - Adult Catechesis and Potluck Dinner

(in person at First Lutheran) - Dinner at 5:30 p.m.; Class at 6:00 p.m.
« Wednesday Evenings (via Zoom) - 6:30 p.m.
« Saturday Mornings (via Zoom) - 8:00 a.m.— NOTE EARLIER TIME

If you are interested in participating in one of the Zoom studies, please email Pastor George Murdaugh at

georgeearl@hotmail.com.

Man Up! Men’s Ministry

Man Up! is back in action for 2026 and all men are invited and . -
encouraged to attend. Join us on the LAST Saturday of M en s M LMLS J[ Py
January (January 31) at 8:30 a.m. We’ll begin with a prepared

breakfast, followed by a short Bible study and a work project. A sign-up sheet will be posted on
one of the bulletin boards. Please sign up by January 25 so we’ll know how many to plan on for

breakfast. Contact Glen Thompson with any questions.

Worship with us Sundays at 10:15 3.m.in person
or online via Facebook or YouTube.
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/ / /' You crown the year with Your goodness,

And Your paths drip with abundances
PSALM 65:11

Join us on the Second Sunday
of the month at 5:00p,m for

-+ ENTER IN SILENCE ‘-

-+ WORSHIP PRAYERFULLY -

-« DEPART IN PEACE -

-
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MAN Up!
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e IEN'S MINISRRY

MEETS
THE FOURTH SATURDAY
F EACH MONTH @ 8:30;AM.

First Luthera:

Our men’s ministry, Man UP!,
meets the last Saturday of
the month at 8:30 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

All men are welcome!

Birthdays & Anniversaries

January

BIF'THDAYS ~

1/5: Terry Lepp

1/5: Elaine Tabb

1/7: Jeremy Regulus
1/12: Frances Foy
1/14: Tommy Lampella
1/16: Shea Parisi
1/16: Kristal Walton
1/22: Stan Weir
1/27: Charles Craig
1/27: LaShanda Crenshaw

January

anNiversaries:
Q 9,

No January Anniversaries
on Record

Worship Team...January 2026

January 4

Pastor: Tommy Presley

Worship Asst: Robert Regulus

Communion Asst: Glen Thompson

Reader: Frances Foy

Greeters: Carol Lackey & Teresa Murdaugh
Live Stream: Shane Harris & James
McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

January 11

Pastor: Tommy Presley

Worship Asst: Anthony McGraw
Communion Asst: Stan Weir

Reader: OPEN

Greeters: Eva Hill & Priscilla Williams
Live Stream: Shane Harris & James
McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

January 18

Pastor: Tommy Presley

Worship Asst: Henry Mosley
Communion Asst: Mike Halbrooks
Reader: Glen or Pat Thompson

Greeters: Fran Foy & Beverly Halbrooks
Live Stream: Shane Harris & James
McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

January 25

Pastor: Tommy Presley

Worship Asst: Glen Thompson
Communion Asst: Robert Regulus
Reader: Henry Mosley

Greeters: Carol Lackey

Live Stream: Shane Harris & James
McGraw

Music: Larry Donaldson

GLADLY
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