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Pastor’s Pen
Doubt

Since Genesis 3, doubt has constantly assailed God’s people whispering to
them the same question the serpent asked so long ago. “Did God really say?”
This question is the catalyst for unbelief and all the accompanying emotions.
Anger and resentment, sorrow and despair, confusion, and rejection all stem
from the question the serpent asked Eve. Did God really say that He would
protect you? Did God really say that He would provide for you? Did God
really say that He saved you from your sins? Did God really say that those
things are even sins at all? Even though throughout time the question has been

dressed up in different ways by the devil, false prophets,  continued on page 2

View our Church Calendar

Local Events

Saturday Mornings: Saturday Market at Pepper Place, Pepper Place
and surrounding area; www.pepperplace.com/market

Through 5/24: Monet to Matisse: French Moderns, 1850-1950,
Birmingham Museum of Art; www.artsbma.org

3/6-8: Cottontail’s Village Arts & Crafts Festival, BICC;
www.bjcc.org/upcoming-events

3/7: Exceptional Foundation Chili Cookoff, Urban Center in Liberty Park;
www.exceptionalfoundation.org/chili

3/14: St. Patrick’s Day parade, Five Points South; www.downtownbhm.com/districts/five-
points-south/st-patricks-day

3/20: ASO presents A London Landscape, Alys Stephens Center;
www.alabamasymphony.org

3/21: Cherry Blossom Festival, Birmingham Botanical Gardens; www.bbgardens.org

3/27: Jerry Seinfeld, BJCC Concert Hall; www.bjcc.org

3/27-29: Children’s of Alabama Indy Grand Prix, Barber Motorsports Park;
www.indyalabama.com
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FIRST Impressions

(cont’d from p. 1)
and unbelievers the core premise remains the same. You should question God’s Word.

For the Christian, it is quite taboo to talk about doubt. There seems to be air of great fear and disgust when
someone brings up questions of doubt or worry they may have. It is as if someone’s doubt automatically means
that they must not be saved or on the brink of betraying their faith in Christ so they must be excised from the
Church in order to not pollute the rest. Brothers and sisters, it should not be this way. While, yes, doubt is a
problem to be taken seriously, it should not be met with the hammer of the Law or a prideful superiority complex.
Instead, listen to the word of St. Jude, “And have mercy on those who doubt; save others by snatching them
out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh.” Since doubt
and unbelief have been with us from the beginning, we should not shy away from speaking about it. Questions
should not be treated as unmentionable or prohibited but instead addressed and talked through drawing people
back to God’s Word. Think about it. How many times does God repeat Himself through the Scriptures? How
often does He reassure us, prophecy to us, comfort us, warn us, and guide us? If the Lord must repeat Himself,

how much more will we have to do this for one another?

Listen again to the word of St. Jude, “But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our
Lord Jesus Christ. They said to you, ‘In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly
passions.”” Dear Christian, hear the counsel of St. Jude. Christ and His apostles, the Old Testament Prophets, the
martyrs, and saints of our age all remind us of the suffering that we will endure. We live in a fallen world with
fallen people. Tragedies both caused by man and caused by nature will befall us and all people. I know it is
difficult to look at those and believe in a loving God. However, I implore you to seek counsel where the Lord says
it may be found. Namely, His holy Word. He has spoken about these things, the struggles and sufferings of His
people, the terrible pain sin causes us, the horrible burden that we must bear sometimes and He does not dismiss
those concerns. Instead, Christ points us to the resurrection. Points us to the time where all things will be made
right. In mercy, the Lord waits to return so that all may hear the Gospel, and I know the wait is hard. Yet, there is
a time that is coming when suffering will cease. Not only that, but God Himself will be the one to wipe away
every tear from our eyes and bring us into eternal glory. Cling to this promise. Not only for your sake, but for the
sake of your loved ones. For it is not just your tears that will be wiped away, but every tear of your friends and

family. As we wait, let us then continue to build one another up and deal with each other in mercy.

Your Brother in Christ,

Pastor Tommy

www. firstlutheranbham.org
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Daylight Saving Time begins
Sunday, March 8 at 2:00 a.m.

Be sure to set your clocks AHEAD one hour
before going to bed Saturday night.

www.firstlutheranbham.org 4
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Stewardship

As we enter March, we realize we are approaching the end of the first quarter of 2026. This is another year, a gift

from God, where we joyfully share our gifts of time, talents and treasures. The last Sunday in March this year,

March 29", is Palm Sunday, the Sunday before Easter. Another date in March is March 8", Daylight Saving Time.
Others we need to be aware of are the 17", which is St. Patrick’s Day, and the 21, which is the first day of spring.

However, for us, let’s think about Palm Sunday.

March is a month when the church is busy with activities, opportunities and times for us to help as we prepare for
Holy Week and Easter. The church is cleaned and visitor cards, pencils, and prayer requests are made available in
the pews. Flowers help glorify the church on Easter morning. Coffee and goodies are provided during fellowship

time.

Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus’s ride into Jerusalem on a donkey, as foretold in a prophecy in the Old
Testament. “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout loudly, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.” Zechariah 9:9. In the New Testament Matthew 21:2 tells us, ““...Go to the village there ahead of you,

and at once you will find a donkey tied with her colt. Untie them and bring them to me.”

Why are palm branches significant? The Bible tells us that as Jesus entered Jerusalem the crowds spread palm

branches on the road before Him. This made Jesus’ entry festive as the crowds sang and waved the palm branches.

Today many churches have the congregation meet on the sidewalk and walk into service waving palm branches.
This is a symbol of Jesus’ victory over death. Some worshippers take the palm branches home and keep them

behind a picture on the wall as a token of blessing and protection.

Palm Sunday is also a time for reflection on Jesus Christ’s sacrificial love and the start of the journey towards
Easter. It is a time for prayer and thinking about humility, service and salvation. May our Stewardship gifts of
time, talents and treasures be used to the glory of Jesus Christ as we prepare for the Easter celebration.

Dear Heavenly Father,

Thank you for sending Your Son, our Lord Jesus, to redeem us from sin, death, and the devil, by His death on the

cross and His resurrection. Thank you for Your great Love for us. Amen.
Blessings,

Lynn M. Phifer

Council Member at Large

www. firstlutheranbham.org
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: Lutheran Women in Mission

ONE | COLLECTIVE

To read One Collective missionary Amanda Epperson’s
latest newsletter, CLICK HERE.

For more information on One Collective and their
mission, CLICK HERE.

www.firstlutheranbham.org 7
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Easten Candy Needed

We’re in need of candy to fill the eggs for the Easter Sunday egg hunt.
If you’d like to donate wrapped candy, please bring it to church by

Sunday, March 22 and give to Wendy Harris.

3/29 — Palm Sunday 10:15am
/1,[ 4/2 — Maundy Thursday 6:00pm
0 4/3 — Good Friday Tenebrae 6:00pm
week 4/4 — Easter Vigil 6:00pm
4/5 — Easter Breakfast 8:45am

Alateanhappen inff . 4/5 - Egg Hunt 9:15am
| | 4/5 - Easter Worship 10:15am
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COME JOIN OUR

Bible Study Opportunities

« Sunday Mornings (in person at First Lutheran) - 9:00 a.m.

e 2nd & 4th Tuesdays - Ladies Bible Study (in person at First
Lutheran) - 11:00 a.m.

« Wednesday Evenings - Adult Catechesis and Potluck Dinner

(in person at First Lutheran) - Dinner at 5:30 p.m.; Class at 6:00 p.m.
« Wednesday Evenings (via Zoom) - 6:30 p.m.
« Saturday Mornings (via Zoom) - 8:00 a.m.— NOTE EARLIER TIME

If you are interested in participating in one of the Zoom studies, please email Pastor George Murdaugh at

georgeearl@hotmail.com.

Man Up! Men’s Ministry

All men are invited and encouraged to attend Man Up! Join us . -

on the LAST Saturday of March (March 28) at 8:30 a.m. Men's [gMintst Yy
We’ll begin with a prepared breakfast, followed by a short Bible

study and a work project. A sign-up sheet will be posted on one of the bulletin boards. Please sign
up by March 22 so we’ll know how many to plan on for breakfast. Contact Glen Thompson with

any questions.

Worship with us Sundays at 10:15 3.m.in person
or online via Facebook or YouTube.

www. firstlutheranbham.org 9
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Share the Love of Clm;; r

Join us for our daily Lenten Devotionals!
These are available every day on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube
If you like what you see, please share with your family and friends!

These quick devotionals are taken fr

A. Trevor Sutton’s series Savior Servant

Lent provides us with a perfect chance to explore the extraordinary
attributes of our Savior, Servant and Friend, Jesus. It is a time to marv
: at the many blessmgs we received when he laid down his life for us o
~ thecross and thel‘Saose victorious from the grave. Each service in this

~ series dwells upon a different aspect of our greatest Frlend ‘and what
each characteristic means to us as his followers and fnends

www.firstlutheranbham.org
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Be merciful to
those who doubt.

JUDE 1:22

Join us on the Second Sunday
of the month at 5:00p,m for

%MW %&/&

-+ ENTER IN SILENCE

-+ WORSHIP PRAYERFULLY -

-+ DEPART IN PEACE -

" -
F
-
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FIRST LUTHERAN
STAFF

PASTOR
Rev. Tommy Presley

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION
Rev. Kurtis Schultz

MINISTRY COORDINATORS:

CHRIST CARE
Rev. Tommy Presley
SERVE & CELEBRATE
Lorenza Robinson
FACILITIES & PROPERTIES
Stan Weir
WORSHIP/DEACONS
Charles Craig
DIGITAL MEDIA
June Weir

FIRST IMPRESSIONS EDITOR

Heather Lackey
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First Lutheran Cl
S

Our men’s ministry, Man UP!,

meets the last Saturday of
the month at 8:30 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

All men are welcome!

MEETS
THE FOURTH SATURDAY
F EACH MONTH @ 8:303JAM.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

“MarCh

BI'THDAY

3/3: Miriam Brown
3/10: Teresa Murdaugh
3/11: Wayne Speegle
3/12: Ginger Reeves
3/16: Eva Hill
3/18: Henry Allen
3/25: James McGraw
3/28: Gwen Regulus
3/30: Andy Sullivan

MarCh

anNiversaries
Q- 9

/{\

3/17: Glen & Pat Thompson
3/23: Harold & Vivan McNair

Worship Team... March 2026

March 1

Pastor: Tommy Presley

Worship Asst: Henry Mosley

Communion Asst: Mike Halbrooks

Reader: Wendy Harris

Greeters: Carol Lackey & Teresa Murdaugh
Live Stream: Shane Harris/James McGraw
Music: Larry Donaldson

March 8

Pastor: Tommy Presley

Worship Asst: Glen Thompson
Communion Asst: Robert Regulus

Reader: Eva Hill

Greeters: Eva Hill & Priscilla Williams
Live Stream: Shane Harris/James McGraw
Music: Larry Donaldson

March 15

Pastor: Tommy Presley

Worship Asst: Anthony McGraw
Communion Asst: Lorenza Robinson
Reader: Kevin Kirwin

Greeters: Fran Foy & Beverly Halbrooks
Live Stream: Shane Harris/James McGraw
Music: Becky Schultz

March 22

Pastor: Tommy Presley

Worship Asst: Mike Halbrooks
Communion Asst: Henry Mosley

Reader: James McGraw

Greeters: Kevin Kirwin & Carol Melton
Live Stream: Shane Harris/James McGraw
Music: Larry Donaldson

March 29 (Palm Sunday)

Pastor: Tommy Presley

Worship Asst: Robert Regulus
Communion Asst: Glen Thompson
Reader: Sheree McGraw

Greeters: Dot Claunch & Judy Drews

Live Stream: Shane Harris/James McGraw
Music: Larry Donaldson

GLADLY
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