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 Pastor’s Pen 
 Absolute Authority 

Continued on page 2 

What’s INSIDE A Publication of First Lutheran Church ·  Birmingham, AL 

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to Me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey all that I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age.”   - Matthew 28:18 - 20  
 
Jesus’ parting words to his disciples, referred to as the great commission, is 

more often than not the foundation for many of the evangelical efforts 

throughout all of Christendom. Which, of course, makes sense given that  

Jesus is literally telling his disciples to go out and make disciples. Praise be to 

God that this was a great success! The church has since  

Local Events 

Saturday Mornings: Saturday Market at Pepper Place, Pepper Place 
and surrounding area; www.pepperplace.com/market  
 
Through 5/24: Monet to Matisse: French Moderns, 1850-1950,  
Birmingham Museum of Art; www.artsbma.org  
 
4/29-5/3: Regions Tradition, Greystone Golf & Country Club; 
www.regionstradition.com  
 
5/9: 15th Annual Salsa Showdown, Cahaba Brewing Company; www.sidewalkfest.com/
events 
 
5/17: Do Dah Day, Cahaba Brewing Company; www.dodahday.org  
 
5/17: Birmingham Taco Fest, Sloss Furnaces; www.barehandsinc.org  
 
5/19-24: & Juliet, BJCC Concert Hall; www.americantheatreguild.com   
 
5/19-24: SEC Baseball Tournament, Hoover Metropolitan Stadium; www.secsports.com  
 
5/22-24:  ASO presents Symphony in the Summer, Railroad Park;  
www.alabamasymphony.org  
 
5/30: Magic City Wine Fest, Hoover Metropolitan Stadium; www.magiccitywinefest.com 
 

http://www.firstlutheranbham.org
https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/924161/month/2026-05-01/2026-04-01
http://www.artsbma.org
http://www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranBham
http://www.youtube.com/@FirstLutheranBhamAL
https://www.instagram.com/firstlutheranbham/
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carried on this command from our Lord throughout the generations seeking to continue to make disciples and 

spread the Gospels to all people, lands, and nations. However, if this is our bedrock for evangelism and outreach, 

we should take the time to really reflect on Jesus’ words and sit with them for a time in order that the Spirit teach 

us to be wise.  

 

For example, let us consider the very beginning of Jesus’ statement. “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to Me.” Jesus is telling us exactly why we should concern ourselves with going out and evangelizing 

to people. All people, places, and things are under the authority of Jesus and to put it simply, they should know 

that. But this is different from our normal understanding of spreading the news of someone’s reign or claim of 

authority. There is no armed vanguard commanded to march across the land, there is no immediate death or  

subjugation threat that follows, there is no demand of lavish offerings to appease the conquering host. Look at the 

words of Jesus. It is a far cry from our understanding of what it means to conquer.  

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, the authority Jesus has is absolute but merciful. He has commanded us to make  

disciples by Baptism and teaching. These things take time, patience, diligence, and grace. Praise be to God Jesus 

uses His authority in this way! As we set ourselves to the task let us then remember what Jesus has decided to do 

with the authority given to Him and follow Him in the way He has set out for us.  

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Tommy 
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From the President 

 

The next Voters Assembly meeting is on June 7 in the fellowship hall following the morning worship service. A 

constitutional amendment will be presented to the voters changing the Board of Directors to the Church Council 

with the following new positions: Director of Education, Director of Evangelism, Director of Fellowship, Director 

of Stewardship, and Director of Trustees. In addition, there is a by-laws amendment being presented that defines 

the duties of these positions. The by-law changes have been posted on the bulletin board by the library if you want 

to read them before the voters meeting. 

 

In addition to voting on these amendments, an election of all positions on the Church Council and the Board of 

Deacons will be held at the voters meeting. The new Church Council will serve for the next two years. Please plan 

to come and participate in this meeting. 

 

On a personal note, I want to thank everyone in the congregation for your prayers, your compassion, and your 

words and actions of encouragement following the death of my beloved wife, Patricia. Your physical and spiritual 

presence in a time of great burden was and still is a source of great comfort for me. I can only say thank you but 

please feel the hug that goes with it. 

 

THANK YOU! 

In Christ’s Service, 

 

Glen Thompson 

Congregational President 

Free Christmas Tree! 
 
Looking for a new home for a 9’ tall pre-lighted artificial tree.  Tree is very life-like in looks 

and shape, however the lights on the top two sections do not work and have been stripped. 

Lower section has soft-white lights. You can add lights to the upper sections and have a  

really great tree!  If interested, please contact June Weir to schedule a pick-up time.   
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Media Policy 

 

Effective Date: March 15, 2026 

 

This notice applies to all worship services, events, programs, and activities where media may be captured or  

distributed for use by First Lutheran for ministry, communication, or outreach purposes. Cameras will be directed 

primarily toward the altar area, with minimal focus on the congregation. Live video streaming is disabled during 

Holy Communion to provide privacy for all coming forward to receive the sacrament. Livestreaming or recording 

of nurseries, classrooms, or youth areas is strictly prohibited. 

 

Notice: First Lutheran may be recording in this area. By entering this area, you acknowledge that you have been 

informed that you may be photographed, filmed, or otherwise recorded as part of the service, meeting, or event 

(the "Service"). 

 

Further, by entering this area, you grant your irrevocable consent to First Lutheran, its successors, assigns, and 

licensees to include your name, image, and likeness as captured by media during the Service, without  

compensation and/or credit, which may be used in any and all media now or hereafter. 

 

All photographs, film or video footage, or other audio or video recordings of the Service, and any works derived 

therefrom, shall be the sole property of First Lutheran and you waive any and all rights of publicity, privacy, or 

other rights therein. You further waive any and all rights to bring an action at law or equity related to recordings 

of the Service against First Lutheran, its successors, assigns, and licensees, and release them from any and all  

liability whatsoever related to the Service. 

 

If you do not agree to the above terms, you should remain outside of the view of the camera and not enter this  

area. 

 

Contact Us: If you have a question or request related to this Media Notice, please email us at  

secretary@firstlutheranbham.org or call us at (205) 933-0380. 

 

Notice Updates: First Lutheran may revise this Media Notice as necessary to reflect policy changes or church 

practices. The church will announce any updates via the worship bulletin and posting the revised Media Notice.  

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@firstlutheranbham.org
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Deacon’s Corner  

 

To the congregants of First Lutheran Church Birmingham,  

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior. 

 

The scriptures teach that serving others is a fundamental expression of love, humility and faith. Jesus is our role 

model as we strive to follow in His path. In collaboration, we are to use whatever gifts we have received to serve 

others (1Peter 4:10). 

 

During the coming weeks, the deacons will continue to seek and petition your assistance in compiling a slate of 

officers for the elections in June.  

 

Officer Slate Compilation for June Elections 

The deacons have been reaching out to the congregation for support in preparing a slate of officers for the June 

elections. They are actively seeking your help and participation in this important process. Your involvement is 

essential as we work together to ensure that all offices are filled by individuals willing to serve. Please consider 

how you might contribute and be open to assisting the deacons as they petition for your input and cooperation in 

compiling the list of candidates. 

 

The nominating ballot has been updated to include a Director of Fellowship. These updated ballots are at the front 

and back of the sanctuary. Alternatively, you can write in the Director of Fellowship if you have an earlier ballot 

that you haven’t yet completed. 

 

We ask each member and prospective members in the Catechesis class to give due diligence and prayerfully con-

sider serving our Heavenly Father at FLC. The book of Hebrew tells us “Do not neglect to do and to share (time, 

talents and treasury) what you have for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” 

 

Some members have served our congregation in consecutive years without respite, and we should all share in the 

administrative functions and duties of the offices of the Church. There is no denying that leadership can be chal-

lenging and with anxiety, but the Lord is with us!  

 

Let us beseech one another to serve the Lord in gladness for all the marvelous things He has done! Amen. 

 

In His peace, 

The Deacons of First Lutheran Church  
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Stewardship 
 
We are all familiar with the saying, “April showers bring May flowers.” 

 

Many types of support help us reach our goal. Rain helps the flowers reach their goal of beautifying the earth with 

their colorful, fragrant sight and smell so we can all enjoy the beauty of nature. 

 

Here we are in the month of May. Do we see the flowers? Are we looking for flowers? Are we focusing on the 

positive? 

 

Flowers are beautiful. They should be very noticeable. 

 

 Sometimes we miss out on seeing beauty all around us because we are focusing on distractions of everyday life. 

We get caught up in activities that pull us away from the purpose at hand. What needs to be completed gets left 

undone while something less important has utilized our stewardship gifts of time and talents. Our treasures can get 

caught up in something much less important as well. 

 

As we see the flowers growing all around us, may we take the time to grow in doing good. 

 

We may be involved in a project at home, place of business, or church that takes our time and talents to work on. I 

hope we can stay focused and do our part to finish the job. Let’s not get tired of the meetings, planning days or the 

work involved. Our involvement does not have to be helping with a project. We can be helpful by reaching out to 

a church member who has been ill, home alone, recovering from surgery, in need of a meal, or just a cheer-up 

phone call. Let’s remember to support each other and be a helper doing our part.  

 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”   

            - Galatians 6:9 

 

God’s Blessings,  

Lynn M. Phifer  

Council Member at Large 
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LWML News 

  

Hebrews 10:24 

 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Recently we spoke of the Gulf States LWML Convention in Gulfport, Mississippi, April 24-26, 2026. A full report 

of this meeting will be upcoming. As of this writing, the convention is pending. 

  

At our most recent meeting we were blessed to have Carolyn Potter, CEO of The WellHouse. This dynamic  

ministry is in place to restore to wellness young women who have been victims of human trafficking. Please  

review their information at www.the-wellhouse.org. This charity uses multiple levels of activities in this pursuit. 

Volunteers are needed and would be welcomed. The WellHouse is our designated local charity for 2026. 

  

One of our fund-raising plans for 2026 is to produce an updated cookbook. Tori Presley is chairing this endeavor. 

All members and friends of the congregation are invited to submit recipes. Please see Tori for more information 

and guidelines. 

  

Amanda Epperson has provided her newest newsletter, which can be found via the link at the bottom of this page. 

Please keep Amanda in prayer as she continues her mission work in South Africa. 

  

Additionally, we ask for prayers as we mourn the loss of our sister, Patricia Thompson.  

  

As always, we are grateful for your prayers and support as we continue in the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. May 

the Grace of God be with us. 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

Frances Burks Foy 

President, First Lutheran Women in Mission 

 

 

To read One Collective missionary Amanda Epperson’s  
latest newsletter, CLICK HERE. 

 
  For more information on One Collective and  

their mission, CLICK HERE.   

https://www.the-wellhouse.org/
https://mailchi.mp/onecollective/amandas-march-newsletter?e=7a1fe44a70
https://content.onecollective.org/
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LWML Cookbook Fundraiser 
 

The LWML is creating a First Lutheran Church Cookbook this year for a fundraiser.  As we know there are many 

fantastic cooks and bakers in our church family, we ask for anyone who wishes to share their talents to please submit 

their favorite recipes, along with any beloved bible verses.   

 

There is no particular number of recipes we’re requesting from any one person and there’s no limit on how many 

recipes one could submit.  We hope to have recipes of all kinds, from breakfast to desserts.   

 

If you wish to share a recipe, please email it to Tori Presley at Toripresley18@gmail.com or provide a hard copy to 

her at church. We ask that if you share a hard copy to please print all ingredients and  

instructions clearly so those who are entering it can make sure everything is correct.  

  

Please have all recipes and bible verses submitted to Tori by July 31st.   

Jefferson County Electronic Drop-Off and On-Site Paper Shredding Events 
 

If you have old electronic items you’d like safely recycled or documents that need to be shredded, mark your  

calendar for these 2026 electronic drop-off and on-site paper shredding events. 

 
May 9 – 9:00 a.m – 11:30 a.m.    June 13 – 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Jefferson County Center Point Satellite Courthouse  Jefferson County Valley Reclamation Facility 
2651 Center Point Parkway, Birmingham, 35215  3923 Clear Water Drive, Bessemer, 35023 
 

September 12 – 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Birmingham City Hall/Linn Park 

710 20th Street North, Birmingham, 35203 
 
Items collected include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

 
 
 

• Cable boxes, modems, routers 
• Cell Phones and tablets 
• Computers and laptops 
• Cords, cables, wire, chargers 
• Printers, scanners, fax machines (ink and toner 

cartridges) 
• Rechargeable batteries 
 

• Security equipment 
• Small appliances (coffee makers, hair dryers, 

irons, microwaves, toasters, vacuums) 
• Televisions and monitors (all types) 
• Vape cigarettes 
• Regular paper, paper folders (5 box limit) 
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Worship with us Sundays at 10:15 a.m.in person  
or online via Facebook or YouTube.  

 

 

Bible Study Opportunities 
 

• Sunday Mornings (in person at First Lutheran) - 9:00 a.m. 

• 2nd & 4th Tuesdays - Ladies Bible Study (in person at First 

Lutheran) - 11:00 a.m.   

• Wednesday Evenings - Adult Catechesis and Potluck Dinner 

(in person at First Lutheran) - Dinner at 5:15 p.m.; Class at 6:00 p.m.   

• Wednesday Evenings (via Zoom) - 6:30 p.m. 

• Saturday Mornings (via Zoom) - 8:00 a.m.– NOTE EARLIER TIME 

 
If you are interested in participating in one of the Zoom studies, please email Pastor George Murdaugh at 

georgeearl@hotmail.com.  

 

Man Up! Men’s Ministry 

 

All men are invited and encouraged to attend Man Up!  Join us 

on the LAST Saturday of May (May 30) at 8:30 a.m. We’ll 

begin with a prepared breakfast, followed by a short Bible study 

and a work project. A sign-up sheet will be posted on one of the bulletin boards. Please sign up by 

May 24 so we’ll know how many to plan on for breakfast.  Contact Glen Thompson with any 

questions.  
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FIRST LUTHERAN 
STAFF 
 
PASTOR 

  Rev. Tommy Presley 

 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 

  Rev. Kurtis Schultz 

 

MINISTRY COORDINATORS: 

 

CHRIST CARE 

  Rev. Tommy Presley 

SERVE & CELEBRATE 

  Lorenza Robinson 

FACILITIES & PROPERTIES 

  Stan Weir 

WORSHIP/DEACONS 

  Charles Craig 

DIGITAL MEDIA 

   June Weir 

 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS EDITOR 

  Heather Lackey 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

       

       5/5:  Mali Mathru 

   5/12:  Dorothy Sims 

   5/17:  James Melton 

   5/17:  Kelcie Washington 

   5/28:  Sophia Rotton 

       

  

       

    No May Anniversaries on Record 

     

Worship Team… May 2026 

Our men’s ministry, Man UP!,  

meets the last Saturday of 

the month at 8:30 a.m. in the  

Fellowship Hall.  

 

All men are welcome!  

May 3 

Pastor: Tommy Presley 

Worship Asst: Robert Regulus 

Communion Asst: Glen Thompson 

Reader: Henry Mosley 

Greeters: Carol Lackey & Teresa Murdaugh 

Live Stream: Shane Harris/James McGraw 

Music: Larry Donaldson 

 

May 10 

Pastor: Tommy Presley 

Worship Asst: Anthony McGraw 

Communion Asst: Lorenza Robinson 

Reader: Heather Lackey 

Greeters: Eva Hill & Priscilla Williams 

Live Stream: Shane Harris/James McGraw 

Music: Larry Donaldson 

 

May 17 

Pastor: Tommy Presley 

Worship Asst: Mike Halbrooks 

Communion Asst: Henry Mosley 

Reader: Mike Halbrooks 

Greeters: Fran Foy & Beverly Halbrooks 

Live Stream: Shane Harris/James McGraw 

Music: Becky Schultz 

 

May 24 

Pastor: Tommy Presley 

Worship Asst: Robert Regulus 

Communion Asst: Glen Thompson 

Reader: Robert Regulus 

Greeters: Kevin Kirwin & Carol Melton 

Live Stream: Shane Harris/James McGraw 

Music: Larry Donaldson 

 

May 31 

Pastor: Tommy Presley 

Worship Asst: Anthony McGraw 

Communion Asst: Lorenza Robinson 

Reader: Frances Robinson 

Greeters: Dot Claunch & Judy Drews 

Live Stream: Shane Harris/James McGraw 

Music: Larry Donaldson 
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